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a first coating carried bv the substrate to form a first layer of /Material on 

the substrate: 

the material of the first layer forming a barrier between the suture ends 
and the substrate, the barrier being adapted to inhibit contact between the suture 
ends and the substrate when the clip is operativelv disposed on the suture ends : 

the material of the first layer having properties for/engaging the suture 
ends with a second coefficient of friction less than the first coefficient of friction to 
facilitate sliding of the clip on the suture ends : 

Tho curg i ca l c li p roc i tod i n C l aim 2 whoroin tbfo coating is a first coat i ng 
form i ng a f i rst l ayor of tho first matoria l , and tho c l ip further compr i s e s: 

a second coating carried by the suj/strate and forming a second 
layer of a_the second material; and 

the second material having properties including a third coefficient of 
friction with the suture ends, the third coefficient of friction being greater than the first 
coefficient of friction to facilitate traction between fie suture ends and the clip in the 
crimped state. 

4. (original) The surgical clip recited in Claim 3 wherein the 
second layer is disposed between the first layer and the substrate. 



5. (canceled) 



6. (currently amended) A surgical clip having a sliding state and a 
crimped state, and being adapted for use in a surgical procedure initially to slide along 
suture ends to an operative position and ultimately to crimp the suture ends at the 
operative position, comprising: 

a substrate bendable between the sliding state and the crimped 
state, the substrate being formed from a material having a first coefficient of friction with 
the suture ends: 
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a first coating carried bv the substrate to form a first layer ; 
material on the substrate: 

the material of the first layer forming a barrier between ft\e suture 
ends and the substrate, the barrier being adapted to inhibit contact between the suture 
ends and the substrate when the clip is operativelv disposed on the suture ends : 

the material of the first layer having properties for engaging the suture 
ends with a second coefficient of friction greater than the first coefficient of friction to 
facilitate traction between the suture ends and the clip in the crimped state: 

Tho ourgical c l ip roo i tod in Claim 5 whoro i n tho coating i s a first coating 
form i ng a first layor of a f i rot matorial, and th e c li p furthoncomprises : 

a second coating carried by the substrateyand forming a second 
layer of a second material; and 

the second material having properties including a third coefficient of 
friction with the suture ends, the third coefficient of friction/being less than the first 
coefficient of friction to facilitate movement of the clip in ft\e sliding state along the 
suture ends. 

7. (original). The surgical clip recited in Claim 6 wherein the first layer 
is disposed between the second layer and the substrate. 

8. (original) The surgical clip recited in Claim 4 wherein the second 
material is more compliant than the material of the suture ends. 

9. (original) The surgical dip recited in Claim 8 wherein the suture 
ends are formed of a particular material an</ the second material of the second layer 
includes the particular material. 



1 0. (currently amended)/ The surgical clip recited in Claim 3 wherein 
the material of the first layer forms a lubfflcious coating. 
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1 1 . (currently amended) The surgical clip recited in Claim /0 wherein 
the lubricious coating includes at least one of a hydrophilic material and ^hydrophobic 
material. 

12. (currently amended) A surgical clip having a stfding state and a 
crimped state, and being adapted for use in a surgical procedure/nitiallv to slide along 
suture ends to an operative position and ultimately to crimp the/suture ends at the 
operative position, comprising: 

a substrate bendable between the sliding state and the crimped state, the 
substrate being formed from a material having a first coefficient of friction with the 
suture ends; 

a first coating carried bv the substrate tc/form a first layer of material on 

the substrate; 

the material of the first layer forming/a barrier between the suture ends 
and the substrate, the barrier being adapted to inhibit contact between the suture 
ends and the substrate when the clip imperatively disposed on the suture ends ; 
the material of the first layer having properties for engaging the suture 
ends with a second coefficient of friction grater than the first coefficient of friction to 
facilitate traction between the suture ends and the clip in the crimped state; wherein: 
j Tho surgica l clip roc i tod i fi C l aim 5 where i n the material of the first layer 

includes plastic. 

13 (currently an/endedl) The surgical clip recited in Claim 12 wherein 
the plastic of the first layer coatjng includes at least one of polypropylene and 
polyethylene. 

14. (canceled). 



15. (canceled). 
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16. (canceled). 

17. (canceled). 

18. (canceled). 

19. (canceled). 

20. (canceled). 
21 (canceled). 

22. (canceled). 

23. (canceled). 

24. (canceled). 

25. (canceled). 



26. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 3, wherein the second 
material of the second layer includes plastic. 



27. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 26, wherein the plastic of 
the second layer includes at least one of polypropylene and polyethylene. 



28./ (new) The suture clip recited in Claim 26, wherein the second 
material is more compliant than the material of the suture ends. 
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29. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 27, wherein th 
ends are formed of a particular material and the second material of the sec 
includes the particular material. / 

30. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 26, wherein the first 
material of the first layer forms a lubricious coating. / 

31. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim £0, wherein the lubricious 
coating includes at least one of a hydrophilic material and d hydrophobic material. 

32. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 12, wherein the coating is a 
first coating forming a first layer of a first material, anci the clip further comprises: 

a second coating carried by the'substrate and forming a second 
layer of the second material; and / 

the second material having/properties including a third coefficient of 
friction with the suture ends, the third coefficient of friction being less than the first 
coefficient of friction to facilitate movement of the clip in the sliding state along the 
suture ends. / 

33. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 32, wherein the first layer is 
disposed between the second layer and the substrate. 

34. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 33, wherein the first 
material is more compliant thanjhe material of the suture ends. 

35. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 33, wherein the suture 
ends are formed of a particular material and the first material of the first layer includes 
the particular material. / 



suture 
nd layer 




-6- 



Docket No. AUS-1828-AL 




36. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 32, wherein the material of 
the second layer forms a lubricious coating. 

37. (new) The surgical clip recited in Claim 3#, wherein the lubricious 
coating includes at least one of a hydrophilic material and a/nydrophobic material. 
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